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A Guide to the Church Reredos 
With Scripture extracts 

 

The Reredos, or Altar screen, is formed of a cast reconstituted 

stone that was popular during Victorian times.  There is little 

evidence of when it was produced so we will always welcome 

any additional information. 

 

The smaller panels describe Jesus’s life in chronological order 

with the Ascension being the centrepiece. 
 

The Reredos was restored in 2011 by a specialist conservator 

who removed the several layers of paint that had been applied 

in previous years with good intentions at the time. 

 

You can see the restoration work in progress on the back of 

this booklet. 

 
 



2 

The Nativity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luke 2: In those days a decree went out from Emperor 

Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was 

the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 

governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be 

registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 

Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, 

because he was descended from the house and family of 

David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 

engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were 

there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she 

gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of 

cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place 

for them in the inn.  
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Jersus is Baptised by John in the Jordan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matthew 3:  13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the 

Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John would have prevented 

him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and do you come 

to me?’ 15 But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is 

proper for us in this way to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then he 

consented. 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he 

came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened 

to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 

and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is 

my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’ 
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Jesus accepts God’s will that he should die for us 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark 14: 32 They went to a place called Gethsemane; and he 

said to his disciples, ‘Sit here while I pray.’ 33 He took with him 

Peter and James and John, and began to be distressed and 

agitated. 34 And he said to them, ‘I am deeply grieved, even to 

death; remain here, and keep awake.’ 35 And going a little 

farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed that, if it 

were possible, the hour might pass from him. 36 He said, 

‘Abba, Father, for you all things are possible; remove this cup 

from me; yet, not what I want, but what you want.’ 
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Jesus is lead to Golgotha 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John 19: So they took Jesus; 17 and carrying the cross by 

himself, he went out to what is called The Place of the Skull, 

which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. 18 There they crucified 

him, and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus 

between them. 19 Pilate also had an inscription written and put 

on the cross. It read, ‘Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the 

Jews.’ 20 Many of the Jews read this inscription, because the 

place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was 

written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. 21 Then the chief 

priests of the Jews said to Pilate, ‘Do not write, “The King of 

the Jews”, but, “This man said, I am King of the 

Jews.”’ 22 Pilate answered, ‘What I have written I have 

written’. 



9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



10 

Our Lord is taken down from the cross 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luke 23: 46 Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, 

‘Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.’ Having said 

this, he breathed his last. 47 When the centurion saw what had 

taken place, he praised God and said, ‘Certainly this man was 

innocent.’ 48 And when all the crowds who had gathered there 

for this spectacle saw what had taken place, they returned 

home, beating their breasts. 49 But all his acquaintances, 

including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood 

at a distance, watching these things. 

The Burial of Jesus 

50 Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph, 

who, though a member of the council, 51 had not agreed to 
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their plan and action. He came from the Jewish town of 

Arimathea, and he was waiting expectantly for the kingdom of 

God. 52 This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of 

Jesus. 53 Then he took it down, wrapped it in a linen cloth, and 

laid it in a rock-hewn tomb where no one had ever been laid. 
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The empty tomb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matthew 28: After the sabbath, as the first day of the 

week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went 

to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great 

earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, 

came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance 

was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of 

him the guards shook and became like dead men. 5 But the 

angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid; I know that you 

are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here; for 

he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where 

he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, “He has been 

raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to 

Galilee; there you will see him.” This is my message for you.’  
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The Ascension 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luke 24: 44 Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that 

I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything 

written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the 

psalms must be fulfilled.’ 45 Then he opened their minds to 

understand the scriptures, 46 and he said to them, ‘Thus it is 

written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead 

on the third day, 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of 

sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 

from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And 

see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay 

here in the city until you have been clothed with power from 

on high.’ 
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The Ascension of Jesus 

50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his 

hands, he blessed them. 51 While he was blessing them, he 

withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 52 And 

they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great 

joy; 53 and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The eleven Disciples at the Ascension  
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Work in progress on the restoration.  A number of 

members of the congregation assisted with the work 

under the supervision of the conservator (on the left). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Come and Praise! 

FAMILY SERVICE 
Every third Sunday of the month at 9.30am 

 
Sunday School 

Every Sunday in the Church hall 9.30am 

 
Parish Communion 
Sunday at 9.30am 

 

Come and Praise! 
Holy Communion 

Thursday 7pm 

 
Reverend Lyn Woodall 0161 620 5981 

 

January 2021 


